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Letter from the President of the Board 

April 22, 2020 
Dear Friends, 
 
As I write this, Montanans - like most of the world - are doing our best to adapt to the COVID-19 
pandemic. Hyalite’s beautiful peaks, clear waters, and quiet spaces provide solace and a myriad 
of opportunities for exercise in the outdoors and we have worked with the Forest Service to      
ensure people can continue to safely enjoy Hyalite so that the canyon remains open for all to   
enjoy. 
 
Even before the pandemic, Hyalite’s popularity was booming. Friends of Hyalite monitors vehicle 
counters along the Hyalite Canyon Road and over this past summer the number of vehicles     
exceeded 25,000 per month. Traffic dropped a bit in the winter, but still averaged around 10,000 
vehicles per month. If you figure that most vehicles have two people in it, that comes out to a lot 
of people visiting and recreating in Hyalite!  
 
In 2019 we initiated our first season of summer stewardship evenings, where volunteers helped 
remove barbed wire fencing in the Moser and Lick Creek area. There are many more miles of 
barbed wire to remove and we’re looking forward to continuing this project this year! We hosted 
our annual Spring and Fall Clean Up Days with support from Pickle Barrel, Outlaw Brewing, 
Schnee’s, Costco and A Personal Touch Cleaning. These are essential in protecting Bozeman’s 
water supply and keeping Hyalite clean and enjoyable for visitors.  
 
We had a little fun last summer with outhouse awareness - maybe you saw the TV news stories? 
Outhouses at Hyalite trailheads are maintained by a local septic company contracted by the    
Forest Service, another service Friends of Hyalite helps to fund. When visitors put trash into the    
toilets it makes it difficult for the contractors to pump them and by educating people about proper 
outhouse use we can further protect Bozeman’s water supply.  
 
If you came to either of our Clean Up Days last year, then you had a chance to meet Maria 
Vignati, the Hyalite Steward, which is a seasonal position we help fund. Maria spent 52 days 
working in Hyalite last summer, coordinating volunteers, educating campers about proper food 
storage, cleaning outhouses, cutting firewood for the Maxey and Window Rock cabins and more. 
Having a Forest Service staffer fully dedicated to Hyalite helps tremendously in managing visitor 
use and caring for the canyon.  
 
Finally, I can’t forget to talk about winter - my favorite season in Hyalite! We published our revised 
Hyalite Winter Recreation Map in November and this past winter Gallatin County plowed the    
Hyalite Road 15 times between October and March. Although there were a few days following big 
storms where the road felt like the “Hyalite Rodeo” of yore, for the most part it was smooth sailing 
and the thousands of happy recreationists who enjoyed Hyalite this winter can attest to how much 
we all appreciate the access winter plowing provides. Maintaining this access will always be a top 
priority for Friends of Hyalite.  
 
We couldn’t do this work without you, and we’re incredibly grateful to all who contribute time and/
or money to support Friends of Hyalite. 
 
Thank you, 

 
Hilary Eisen and the Board of Directors 



 

 

* Expenditures do not reflect $10,619 allocated for 
FY20 road plowing, or $5,000 for FY20 outhouse 
pumping, as the Forest Service did not submit a 
bill for these costs until FY21 

Revenue: $33,844 

Road Plowing 
donations: 

$10,513 (31%%) 

General Fund 
donations: 

$19,416 (57%) 

Recreation 
Map sales: 

$3,914 (12%) 

Expenditures: $19,604* 

Stewardship 
Program 

$10,748 (55%) 

Administration 
$5,041 (26%) 

Fundraising 
$3,814 (19%) 

2019/2020 Road Plowing: 
$20,772 

15 days of plowing | 181 hours of work 

New winter        

recreation map, 

published fall  

2019! 

Gallatin County 
$8,153 (39%) 

Friends of Hyalite 
$10,619 (51%)  

billed/paid in FY21 

Forest Service 
Outfitter & Guide Fees 

$2,000 (10%) 



 

 

Thank You To Our FY20 Donors! 

Grotto Falls (up to $25) 

Jason Andrick, Ian Bailey, Alice Bremner, Rebecca Brooker, Jannah Brown, Patricia 
Bruen, Krista Burdick, Timothy Carney, Mike Clow, Dawn Collins, Jacqueline Colt, 
Mark Corner, Norman      Eggert, Tracy Elig, Cathy Fisher, Juan Gallego-Calderon, 
Mark Genito, Charles Halsey, George Haskett, Betsy Johnston, Scott MacCal, 
Kathryn McKinstry, James Neis, Issac Olson, John     Pettijohn, John Preston,     
Andrew Pritikin, Michael K Redburn, Ian Roderer, Aubree Roth, Lindsay Ryder, Kyle 
Snider, Joe Stylos, Emma Tamayo*, Mike Unruh, Robin Young 

Arch Falls ($50 - $99) 

Grant Aivazian, Conrad Anker, David and Teri Ball, Tom Bass, Erik Christensen, Mike 
Clow, Kelly Cordes, Robert Detrick, Jared Dirkschneider, Emily Edwards, Mark Egge, 
William Gadd, Bonnie Gillman, Aaron Goldfield, Mark & Sue Greeno, Ann Halverson, 
Frank Hollinger, Ronald Hoseth,  Dana Huschle, Alexandra Isern, Rosemary       
Johnson, Marilyn Klein, Phil Lafata, Benjamin Lee, Mike Mansfield, Jennifer Mason, 
Sadina McIver, Bob McKenzie and Kerry Reif, Karl Molina, Nikki Naiser, Ursula 
Neese, Alec J Nisbet, Charles Paden, Ben Polk, Gail Richardson, R N Rockafellow, 
Kari Swenson, Dylan Taylor and Sarah Olson, Carol Weaver, Andrew Welch, Anita 
Wilkins, Zachary Winter, Maurice Witschard, Zoot Enterprises 

Palisade Falls ($26 - $49) 

Bruce Combs*, Jeffrey Delrow, Lawrence Dowdin, Andy and Paulette Epple, Debi  
Herren, Martin Matsen*, Mercer and Sons 

Champagne Falls ($100 - $249) 

A Personal Touch Cleaning, Marcy Barge, Douglas Bartholomew, Peter Bennett, 
Roger and Noreen Breeding, James Childre*, Hal Christensen, Debbie Cohen, Katie 
Daughenbaugh, Caitlin Davis, Mindy DeCosse, Dee-O-Gee, David Egan, Hilary      
Eisen, Google, Tom Hayes, Alexander Herr, Michael Kennedy, Daniel Lea, Kenna 
McKenna, Rolane Meyer, John Parker, Perpetual Motion NW, The Pickle Barrel*, 
Kristen Rainey, Steve Ranney, Geoff Stevens, John and Amanda Sugden, Jack  
Tackle, Todd Thesing, Jeannie Wall, Cathy Weeden, Aaron Wernham, Ben Wickham 

* sustaining donor  



 

 

Thank You To Our FY20 Donors! 

Silken Skein Falls ($250 - $499) 

Bozeman Women's Activity Group (B.W.A.G.s), Bridger Brewing, Stephen Macevicz, 
The Mountain Project, Allen Olinger, Mark Rhodes, Dirk and Nancy Tyler 

S’il Vous Plais Falls ($500 - $999) 

Andrew Gentry, Alex Lloyd, Montana Alpine Guides, Select Stone, Inc., Donations in 
memory of Steve Schwab 

Alpine Falls ($1,000 - $4,999) 

Black Diamond Equipment Ltd., Bozeman Ice Festival, Peter Carse, Carter    
Kohlmeyer, Tim and Maryanne Mayeda, Montana Backcountry Alliance, Patagonia, 
Portland Alpine Festival (via the Mazamas), Schnee’s Flagship Store, Split Rock 
Charitable Foundation 

Additional thanks to the many anonymous donors who contributed via 
the Friends of Hyalite “tip jar” at various events in Bozeman and in       
Hyalite Canyon and through other fundraisers! 



 

 

Friends of Hyalite is a 501(c)3, donation-driven organization that 
draws on a broad base of community engagement and support. 

By making a tax-deductible gift today, you will help ensure  
Hyalite remains enjoyable for all for generations to come. 

 

P.O. Box 6235 | Bozeman, MT 59771   
 

www.hyalite.org 

Friends of Hyalite Board of Directors 
 

     Hilary Eisen, President   Julie Nelson 

     Peter Bennett, Vice President  Mira Brody 

     Ben Wickham, Treasurer     Jeff Hough  

     Suzette Castillo, Secretary 


